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Check out our newly painted toilet block at the “Duck Pond”. 
What a beautiful job! Congratulations to everyone involved. 

A lot of hard work and volunteer time contributed with               
collaboration from our talented youth and mentors. 



     FAREWELL AND THANK YOU  
              
            I owe a huge debt of gratitude to all my       
            customers during the past 7 years of trading  
            as Ellamore Flowers here in Williamstown.    
            It’s been a pleasure to meet each and every  
            one of you and the repeat custom has been   
            incredible.  
            From the joy of creating wedding flowers to   
            the sadness surrounding funeral and            
            sympathy flowers then Mother’s Day,             
            Valentine’s Day, Anniversaries,                    
            Engagements, New Babies, Birthdays,      
            festive times of    Christmas, Easter and all   
            the other occasions flowers have been                   
            requested it has been my honour to provide   
            you with memorable blooms to fit your        
            requests. 
            As many of you know I grow a lot of my own  
            flowers, but a special mention must go to   
            Beth and Ron Smart on Adams Road who   
            have been extremely generous with their   
            flowers, advice, cups of tea and conversations. 

  There are so many of you to thank for so many 
reasons not only in Williamstown but  the wider 
communities in this area. I can’t mention everyone 
by name here, but you’ll know who you are and 
your help, advice, generosity and support hasn’t 
gone unnoticed. 
 Mount Pleasant Farmers Market, Stirling Lane-
ways Market, Birdwood Fuel, Brit Creative and  
various events/markets where  I had pop up stalls. 
Every venture was a new experience with many 
contacts made. 
I will be in attendance with a stall at the Barossa 
Landscape Supplies Open Day on Sat 12th      
September.  My last day for trading from my        
floristry studio will be Saturday 10

th
 October. 

Finally, I have the pleasure of introducing to  you 
another Florist that lives locally and grows her own 
flowers. Kate Tuck from Tucks Folly Flower Farm, 
Mount Crawford.  Kate will be assisting me at the 
Barossa  Landscape Supplies Open Day and will 
have her business cards and information about her 
businesses, which will include a wedding venue!!   

So come along and have a chat. 
So, farewell to you all and please put your support behind another local Floristry business 
like you did for me. Ellamore Flowers will continue trading after a short break whilst we     
relocate and settle into our new home. Keep an eye out on my social pages for new         
adventures.  
Instagram @ellamore_flowers and Facebook is Ellamore Flowers 
Heading to Yarrowitch (near Walcha) in NSW. 
So long Williamstown, SA see again one day. 



Snippets 
 

Wirraminna Scone Time report for September 2026 
Eighteen people enjoyed the August Scone time with a Who Am I quiz. This revealed some 
very talented people among us. The raffle was appreciated and everyone helped clean up. 
Thank you.  
September we look forward to Bob Wallace coming to talk to us about Native Plants and his 
information will include a section of ‘to prune or not to prune’. 
We will welcome Bob’s great knowledge especially of our local natives.  
Perfect for Springtime. 
 

Save the dates :-   
Wirraminna Village People Melbourne Cup Luncheon Nov 3

rd
 

Wirraminna Strawberry Fete Saturday Nov 14
th
 

 

History Snippets:- 
From previous WWT’s found in a history file:- 
 No.  27 edition- 1980 October WWT:- article:- 
TOURISM – W’town is on the ‘through’ route for tourists and jaunters at the weekends.
 What will be the case if and when the South Para Reservoir is opened for recreational 
activities? Do we want to be ‘in it’, or do we want to be out of it? It might help us all to have 
our ideas and opinions ready when the day comes. 

Well it gave us 40 years to be ready.  
 Progress takes time!! Dec 7

th
 2019 it was opened 

 

No. 36 edition July 1981:- 
WEATHER Let future historians note that this June was the wettest since 1955!! 
 

2026 South Australia's area-averaged rainfall total in June was 41.4 mm, 130% above 
the 1961–1990 average. 

Rainfall totals in June were above to very much above average for most of the state. 

 

24-25
th

 October 1981 was the Williamstown Weekend where the school time capsule was 

put in and dancing in the streets and celebrated all things Williamstown. 
 

 Just a reminder tickets go on sale 1st September for the Williamstown Amateur     
Players upcoming pantomime, a wonderful show suitable for all ages with lots of fun, 
slapstick,  audience participation, and good old songs we can all join in.  If you have never 
been to a pantomine, then make this your year and take the children.                                                 
All details are on the flyer in this issue with dates updated.  They will look forward to seeing 
your smiling faces. 

 The Williamstown Action Group are planning and in full preparation mode for this year’s 
Christmas Fair but desperately need some extra volunteers to help with the planning and 
hands on deck leading up to and on the day.  

The rain has held up the asphalt being laid in the car park and is taking so long to dry 
enough, that it might derail the expected September opening but its nearly here.             
Stay tuned for news next month. 

 Check out the mural painting on the toilet block at the duckpond. Congratulations every-

one involved. It looks 

amazing! I hope you all  

enjoyed yourselves and  

also proud of yourselves. 

 

Save the dates 
 

Christmas Fair—Sunday December 6th 
Christmas Carols—December 16th  



If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the Willy Wagtail  
 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or Ph Debbie 0417851061 
 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on the wall on  
the end of the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street, Williamstown   

 

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,   
Half page $25, Quarter Page $15.  

Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version can be sent to above address  
PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the  
editor or The Williamstown  Action Group.  

The Men’s Shed is a concept which is growing in popularity and 
increasing in number in Australia and around the globe.    
It provides an outlet for men, much in the same way that the   
backyard shed has in Australian culture over many years.             
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from 

all walks of life to attend our Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the 
importance of men enjoying the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed 
non-pressured group.   It’s a happy place. 
 

Making or repairing furniture or homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, 
arts and crafts,  all examples (but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at 
the Shed depending on the  knowledge and skillset of the members 
 

We encourage anyone who wants to tinker, mend or create in the well equipped workshop.  If you 
are curious to try new things someone is always on hand to help out.   Making or repairing furniture 
or homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts,  all examples 
(but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed depending on the  
knowledge and skillset of the members.   
 

We emphasis that the workshop is not the thing for all men,  some may simply want a cuppa and a 
chat in our meeting room (with kitchen) and we encourage that.  In fact when that bell rings its 
coffee/tea/bikky break which is one of our most important functions, but just be warned of all the 
high minded banter that takes place (not),   The bell ringer has the most onerous task in the place by 
the way.    
 

Projects and activities are also undertaken which benefit the community.    
 

On 30th July a group of S.B.M.S. members with wives and partners attended at Woodcarvers Haven 
at Eden Valley where we learned how a master goes about woodcarving while also enjoying Judith’s 
coffee and scones.  Their wines are excellent too.  Michael’s rocking horses are a sight to behold but 
the artform is dying unfortunately.  His hunting tales were also fascinating.    Thank you to Michael 
and Judith Mason for a very enjoyable morning.  
 

The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on Queen 
Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating to the shed, membership or the hire of the 
meeting room  (attached to the workshop)  can be directed to Glen Venning on 0409 675 937.  

SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED 



 

      The morning at Woodcarvers Haven 
visit by the Men’s Shed members       

 
 
 

Beautiful redgum table for sale at the Men’s 
Shed.  $350 

                       



 

Pioneers Mens Chat 
Thursday 10th September 2026 

2.00pm - $5.00 per person 

Topic 
“Blaze Aid Australia” 

Presented by Rob Edwards 
John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 

*Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 
Memorial Drive, Williamstown 



  What’s on in Williamstown  

              If you would like details of your group added or updated send us your details 

 Williamstown Rehearsals—Every Tuesday 9am – 2pm  Performances October each year. 

Amateur Players 
Williamstown Soldiers Memorial Hall    

email –williamstownamateurplayers@gmail.com 

  Contact: Suzanne 0422 353 898 or Babs  0406 615 953 

Barossa Arms & Ammo  1st Thurs monthly (except Jan) 7pm Williamstown RSL Hall  

Collectors Club Inc SSAA Gold Coin Donation.  Contact Jo: 0422 889 866 

Barossa Writers 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10am in the Lyndoch Library  

  (except January)                                Contact: Doug  0418 855 066 

Barossa 4WD Club 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8pm in the Lyndoch Meeting Room  

  Contact: Barry Brinkley 0402 312 674  

Church of Christ Sunday Service 10am 8 Margaret Street, Williamstown  

  Contact Trev: 0426 977 292 

Kersbrook Landcare 

Nursery 

 Volunteers  Wednesday 8.30am—4pm. 

Public Plant Sales first weekend of each winter month 

(Williamstown)  Contact: Heidi klg.nursery@landcaregroup.org.au   0431 989 397 

Williamstown& Districts Williamstown Soldiers Memorial Hall by appointment .  Contacts: 

 Historical Society Jodie: jvrandall4@hotmail.com.au      Denise: ppa19495@bigpond.net.au 

Knit & Natter Every Thursday 1.30 pm-4pm    Contact Prue 85 246 437 

 Williamstown & Meetings 4th Wed of every  month  in Library Rooms Lyndoch., 7.30pm 

Lyndoch Landcare  Working bees Thursdays 9-12pm (except over 30 degrees).    

  Contact:  Chairperson— Angus Atkinson 0498 649 766 

 Playgym & Playgroup  Contact: Williamstown Primary School   85 246 280 

Williamstown Community 
Social Group 

 Every Tuesday 1pm till 4pm  St Peter’s Anglican Church Hall 

Contact: Pam 0427 246 382 

Southern Barossa  
Tuesdays 9am—1pm &  

Men's Shed 
Wednesdays 9am –2pm Contact Glen: 0409 675 937  

Uniting Church 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 am followed by morning tea .                                                       
Contact: Peter 0458 202 004 

Williamstown Action 
Group 

7.30pm 1st Monday monthly in Meeting Room upstairs in Williamstown Soldiers       
Memorial Hall    

 Contact: Graeme 0499 881 008 



Millie Alderton 
 
Millie Alderton, a Year 6 student at Williamstown Primary School 
was selected to represent South Australia in the Under 12 Girls 
AFL School Sports competition in Canberra.                     
 She competed against the best young talent from across the 
country. Her team were undefeated to become national           
champions. Millie represented her state with pride, determination 
and passion. 
 

We are especially proud to see Millie representing not only South 
Australia, but also our local community on the national stage. It’s 
a wonderful reflection of the commitment, hard work and support 
that goes into developing our young people and helping them 
achieve their goals. 
 

Millie is not only an accomplished footballer 
but also plays basketball at an elite level. 

She plays football, netball and basketball for Barossa Bulldogs. Millie 
represents the Barossa when she plays for the Settlers and also plays 
for the Central   Districts Lions. Millie trains or plays for these teams   
almost every day of the week. It is a huge commitment for Millie and her 
family.  Millie hopes to follow in the footsteps of her idol Erin Phillips who 
played at the highest level in both basketball and Australian Rules    
Football. 
 

We look forward to following Millie’s sporting progress in the future. 
Congratulations Millie on your fantastic accomplishments! 

Strawberry Fete 2026 Poster.pdf



Millie Alderton, a Year 6 student at Williamstown Primary School 

champions. Millie represented her state with pride, determination 

We are especially proud to see Millie representing not only South 
s 

a wonderful reflection of the commitment, hard work and support 

Strawberry Fete 2026 Poster.pdf









The colourful history of mining around Williamstown 
 

The hills East of Williamstown and around the Mt Crawford area have long held fascination for      
geologists, gemologists, miners and weekend fossickers. An old German geologists claims to have 
found almost every known gemstone in the area. Certainly, there is evidence of gold, rutile, mica, 
iron, beryl, feldspar and clays, plus precious gem stones. Most are of poor quality or small supply; 
however a few have been successfully mined.  
The thought of finding a quantity of gold always gets people going, and over the years many have 
tried their luck in the gullies around Williamstown and Mt Crawford. While they have left little      
evidence of their toiling, their place names remain. There were a few successful gold discoveries in 
Watts Gully, Barossa Goldfield just outside our area, as was the very successful Deloraine Mine 
south of the South Para. The Deloraine did employ Williamstown men and we have quite a quantity 
of data on this mine. 
Gold miners are a secretive lot and therefore we have little record of what they were finding out in 
the back gullies. We do know about the two copper mines near Williamstown. Copper was             
discovered as early as 1847-48. About three kilometers south of Williamstown the Ukaparinga or 
Wheal Friendship mine was establish, but there were financial restraints and it closed in 1850 when 
many people left for the Victorian gold rush, but it was reworked in 1876-1877. Shafts were sunk 
but again finance and returns were a limiting factor. 
There was a similar story for the Enterprise Mine north of Williamstown, opened by John Hammat 

in 1847. It also had financial difficulties as it was on private property owned by Johann Mattner, but 

the mineral rights were owned by Marston & Webb, who lived in England. The agreement was not 

financially advantageous for developing and maintaining the mine profitably. Several attempts were 

made to resuscitate the mine but in the end it closed. It was by all accounts quite a little community, 

with houses, and some thirty families (re Stuart Hammat) and a church called the Providence.      

Another small but successful mine was the Iron Stone Mine. It was located in the bank beside the 

South Para River, now under the Reservoir near the spillway. Iron stone or micaceous hematite was 

of high grade and sort-after particularly during the Second World War (used to make machine gun 

bullets), so working the mine was considered essential employment for the war effort. This was 

managed and maintained by the Smiths, later known throughout the region as Smith Bros.         

Probably the most successful mine was the Clay Mine on Warren’s property at Springfield, opened 

in 1914. It started as an underground operation but became an open cut in the early 1950s.          

The nature of the mineral is complex and  is made up of various components.                                           

Fireclay – White kaolinised sillimanite. – used for refractories – metal moulds. Filler Clay -  contains 

mica – used as a filler in paint, plastic, rubber, paper, floor coverings, glass, cosmetics and ink.       

Refractory Shale – used for brick manufacture.  Closure was about late 1990 – to 2005 

Restoration has taken place around the pit with substantial tree planting and the scars from        

quarrying are slowly healing but with still a way to go. 

 

Article and related photos supplied by the Williamstown & Districts Historical Group 



Photographs 
 

(supplied by Williamstown &    
Districts Historical Group) 

 

First Open Cut Mine 
 

Clay Mines—early tunnel 





Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 

 

 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

Sunday 6th   11am  Holy Communion 

Friday 11th   9.30am  Holy Communion 

Sunday 13th 10am  Holy Trinity Church, Lyndoch 

Friday 18th  9.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 16th  10am    Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 20th 10am   Lutheran Church,  
      Rowland Flat 
 

Friday 25th  9.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th 10am St Boniface Nuriootpa, 
   Celebrating Michael’s & all Angles plus 
 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Fr Steven de Kleer 85642087  
Mob 0466 690 491 

Email - myeunoia@gmail.com 
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

6th    9.30am Dr David Taplin HC 

     Season of Creation 1  
  

13th 9.30am Rev Geoff Graetz 

     Season of Creation 2 
 

20th 9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne 

     Season of Creation 3  
 

27th   9.30am TBC Darrel  

     Season of Creation 4 
 

Oct 4th 9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne   

    HC  Older Person Sunday 
       

    sandycreekuca@gmail.com 
 

All home maintenance by a 

 

 



 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring 
this beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips 
of various duration where members are 
free to opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an 
email at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 
4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

  

Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
   

The ladies enjoyed a lovely morning tea at 
The Bakery in Lyndoch for the August catch-
up. Many thanks to the staff for the excellent 
service and always delicious food!!  

Our catch up for September will be at the 
General in Williamstown on Thursday 10th 
September at 10.30am. 

It will be lovely to see you all again. 

We are always happy to see new faces from 
the Southern Barossa towns which include 
Lyndoch, Rowland Flat, Williamstown, 
Rosedale, Sandy Creek and Cockatoo      Val-
ley so if you have an hour or two to spare, we 
would love to have you join us. 

If you require further information, please  con-
tact Carolyn on 0411 410 453. 

$4.

about:blank


Kate Thorsteinsen  
 Hypnotherapy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

My name is Kate, and I’m a local from  
Mt Crawford where I’ve lived most of my 

life. 
In 2018, as an adjunct to my nursing        

career, I did a year-long course in Clinical 
Hypnotherapy through the                       

South Australian Society of Hypnosis. 
 

Best thing I’ve ever done! 
 

Hypnotherapy has proven to help with 
many health issues including anxiety, 

sleep, pain and phobias to name only a 
few. 

 

If there’s something you’d like to try     hyp-
notherapy for, give me a call to book an ap-

pointment.  
 

Consulting in Williamstown at the Physio 
rooms. 

Kate: 0402 046 370 




