
 

Southern Gateway to the Barossa     
 

The Willy Wagtail published and distributed by the  
volunteers of the  WILLIAMSTOWN ACTION GROUP 

Issue 548        June           2026    

 





The Foresters 
 

Their correct title was The Ancient Order of the Foresters. A fancy title but who were they? 

Many of the locals will associate the Foresters with the handsome little building on the    

corner of Margaret Street and Queen Street. For years it was known as the Forester’s Hall. 

The Foresters have a long history starting in the 1700s. Things were very different then, 

particularly for the working folk. If you worked in the mines or a factory, and you were    

injured things would get very grim for you and your family if you had one. If you couldn’t 

work, you lost your job and your meager wage. Without a wage you lost your rented home, 

you went hungry and you were destitute.  The next step was sleeping rough at the Work-

house. Most people preferred to sleep under a bush rather than at the Workhouse. Which 

says a lot about the Workhouse. 

The foresters began in Yorkshire in 1745 and named after the Law Courts of the Royal   

Forests. They were a benevolent society, nonpolitical or religious, but formed to aid the 

sick, unemployed, old aged and assist with funeral expenses. Workers paid a few pence of 

their wages each week. This created a fund for those who needed help. It was a not-for-

profit organization managed by volunteers. With no Government pensions or support the 

Foresters were a ray of hope at a trouble time. 

 In 1849 the first Court arrived in Victoria, possibly because of the Gold Rush, and spread to 

the other states. They were referred to as Courts rather than Societies. 

The Williamstown Court received its charter on the 11 August 1862. They were popular and 

most of the leading lights of the town were members. They wore sashes and paraded 

through the street singing with their impressive banner, believed to have been embroidered 

by Mrs Wild. Meetings were held in private homes or at local facilities. 

After the Williamstown and District Soldiers Memorial Institute was enlarged and reopened 

in 1924 the little building at the corner of Margaret Street became vacant. The Foresters 

purchased the building and land and remained there until the mid 1930s, when Federal 

Government legislation made it impossible for them to function. They still held the title to 

the hall until it was sold to Morris Kassebaum in 1958. 

Although they no longer exist in Australia, they are still alive and well in the United Kingdom 

under the name of The Foresters Friendly Society. A greatly appreciated group of people, 

who were an important part of our colourful history. 

Their handsome Honor Board, bearing the names of their Chiefs still hangs on the back wall 

of the Williamstown Institute. Have a look next time you’re there. 

Provided by the Williamstown Historical Group 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

JUNE 
 

12th Friday   9.30am Holy Communion 

14th Sunday 10am    Holy Communion 

19th Friday  9.30am Holy Communion 

21st Sunday 10am   Morning Prayer 

26th Friday  9.30am  Holy Communion 

28th Sunday 10am   Holy Communion 

 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 



 



Forrester’s Parade 



1 

  What’s on in Williamstown  

              If you would like details of your group added or updated send us your details 

  Every Tuesday 9.30 am – 3pm (March – October)  

Amateur Players Williamstown Soldiers Memorial Hall 

  Contact: Suzanne 0422 353 898 or Sue 85 246 502 

Barossa Arms & Ammo  1st Thurs monthly (except Jan) 7pm Williamstown RSL Hall  

Collectors Club Inc SSAA Gold Coin Donation.  Contact Jo: 0422 889 866 

Barossa Writers 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10am in the Lyndoch Library  

  (except January)                                Contact: Doug  0418 855 066 

Barossa 4WD Club 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8pm in the Lyndoch Meeting Room  

  Contact: Barry Brinkley 0402 312 674  

Church of Christ Sunday Service 10am 8 Margaret Street, Williamstown  

  Contact Trev: 0426 977 292 

Kersbrook Landcare 

Nursery 

 Volunteers  Wednesday 8.30am—4pm. 

Public Plant Sales first weekend of each winter month 

(Williamstown)  Contact: Heidi klg.nursery@landcaregroup.org.au   0431 989 397 

Williamstown& Districts Williamstown Soldiers Memorial Hall by appointment .  Contacts: 

 Historical Society Jodie: jvrandall4@hotmail.com.au      Denise: ppa19495@bigpond.net.au 

Knit & Natter Every Thursday 1.30 pm-4pm    Contact Prue 85 246 437 

 Williamstown & Meetings 4th Wed of every  month  in Library Rooms Lyndoch., 7.30pm 

Lyndoch Landcare  Working bees Thursdays 9-12pm (except over 30 degrees).    

  Contact:  Chairperson— Angus Atkinson 0498 649 766 

 Playgym & Playgroup  Contact: Williamstown Primary School   85 246 280 

Williamstown Community 
Social Group 

 Every Tuesday 1pm till 4pm  St Peter’s Anglican Church Hall 

Contact: Pam 0427 246 382 

Southern Barossa  
Tuesdays 9am—1pm &  

Men's Shed 
Wednesdays 9am –2pm Contact Glen: 0409 675 937  

Uniting Church 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 am followed by morning tea .                                                       
Contact: Peter 0458 202 004 

Williamstown Action 
Group 

7.30pm 1st Monday monthly in Meeting Room upstairs in Williamstown Soldiers       
Memorial Hall   Contact: Graeme 0499 881 008 

  







 
 

Apologies for delay this month 
 

Computer and Editor malfunctions led to a very late edition. 
 

Apologies for any events and calendar Church services that 
missed the June edition exposure. 

 
 

              Debbie. 



Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

JUNE 

7th    9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne  

      HC   
 

14th  9.30am  Rev Geoff Graetz 

 

21st 9.30am Rev Leanne Davies 
 

28th 9.30am Dr David Taplin 

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 



 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED             
                                  

          The Men’s Shed is a concept which is growing in popularity and 
        increasing in number in Australia and around the globe.   It provides 
        an outlet for men, much in the same way that the backyard shed has 
        in Australian culture over many years.               
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend our 
Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men enjoying 
the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured group.         
It’s a happy place. 
Making or repairing furniture or homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating        
bicycles, arts and crafts, all examples (but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be     
undertaken at the Shed depending on the knowledge and skillset of the members 
We encourage anyone who wants to tinker, mend or create in the well-equipped workshop.  If you 
are curious to try new things someone is always on hand to help.   Making or repairing furniture or 
homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts, all examples 
(but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed depending 
on the knowledge and skillset of the members.   
We emphasise that the workshop is not the thing for all men, some may simply want a cuppa and 
a chat in our meeting room (with kitchen) and we encourage that.  In fact, when that bell rings its 
coffee/tea/bikky break which is one of our most important functions but just be warned of all the 
high-minded banter that takes place (not). The bell ringer has the most onerous task in the place.    
Projects and activities are also undertaken 
which benefit the community.    
The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of 
the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on 
Queen Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating 
to the shed, membership or the hire of the 
meeting room (attached to the workshop) can be di-
rected to Glen Venning on 0409 675 937.  
  
            Beast on Wheels 

If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the Willy Wagtail  
 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or Ph Debbie 0417851061 
 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on the wall on  
the end of the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street, Williamstown   

 

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,   
Half page $25, Quarter Page $15.  

Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version can be sent to above address  
PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the  

editor or  
The Williamstown  Action Group.  



  

Pioneers Mens 
Chat 

 

Thursday 11th June 2026 
 

2.00pm - $5.00 per person 
 

 

Topic 
 

“Cattle Feed Lotting” 
Presented by John Kassebaum 

 
John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 

 
*Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 

Memorial Drive, Williamstown 

Williamstown Amateur Players 
We would like our supporters to know 
to whom our donations went to from 
last year.  We donated to the Ketch 
Falie whose volunteers work tirelessly 
to restore with no government support. 
The other donations were to Barossa 
Wildlife Rescue, volunteering their time 
and doing a great time looking after  
injured animals. 
 
Please thank Alisha Hanks for nominat-
ing BVW for the charitable donation.  
The support will help feed and provide 
vet care for the animals. 
 
We are deeply honoured that the con-
tribution has been made in memory of 
Dennis Holstead. Dennis was a valued 
volunteer and a respected member of 
the Falie community. His connection to 
the vessel and the enjoyment he found 
in being part of her restoration and the 
wider Falie family, is remembered with 
great appreciation. His contribution and 
legacy remain an important part of the 
Falie’s ongoing story. Donations such as 
this play a key role in assisting us to 
preserve Falie’s heritage and to       
continue to advocating for her future. 
 
Stay tuned for Pantomime in 2027!! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring this 
beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips of 
various duration where members are free to 
opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an email 
at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 
4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

 Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
 

  The ladies enjoyed a lovely morning at     

The Table, Café for their May catch up      

Saturday! Thank you again to the staff for   

always making our people feel so welcome. 

The catch up for June will be at Violet’s   

Pantry in Williamstown at 10.30am on   

Thursday 11th June. 

We are always happy to see new faces from 

the Southern Barossa towns which include 

Lyndoch, Rowland Flat, Williamstown, 

Rosedale, Sandy Creek and Cockatoo      

Valley so if you have an hour or two to spare, 

we would love to have you join us. 

If you require further information, please   

contact Carolyn on 0411 410 453 

 $4.

Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 

 

 

about:blank




Floristry Studio 

Ellamore Flowers 
36 Springton Rd, Williamstown 

Open Wed– Fri 9am—5pm 

Sat 9am-12pm 

CLOSED SUN, MON, TUES 

Flowers for every occasion, fresh and 

dried. 

Home grown, locally sourced and market 

fresh flowers. 

Contact: Lucy Roberts on 0423551021 

Email: lucyroberts@live.com.au 

FB: Ellamore Flowers 

Instagram: @ellamore_flowers 


