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Victoria Creek/Williamstown - why build it there?  
 

When Thomas Adams built his sturdy and very successful hotel beside the track near   
Victoria Creek, there must have been a good reason to choose this site. The first title on 
land that became Victoria Creek was issued to George Prince in 1850. So why did Tom 
Adams choose that spot? 
 

Location.  It was at the crossroads from the east to west and north to south. Overlanders 
from the eastern states came through on the early tracks with stock and goods. It was 
possible to reach Adelaide via Maidstone (Kersbrook) heading south or Gawler heading 
west. Victoria Creek was not only a reliable watering source, but the early overlanders 
could follow the creek from the top of the rangers near Pewsey Vale down to what was to 
become Williamstown. 
 

However, it takes more than that to make a town. In the early 1840s, land hungry men 
were looking for land. People such as Randall, Murray, Gilbert, Angas and Warren signed 
up to Special Surveys that gave them preference over thousands of acres of virgin land. 
They settled and started to develop their land, this took people power and families too, 
and so these holdings became small settlements. 
Although it wasn’t just about landownership, mining was a huge attraction. Unknown 
lands crying out to be explored, what other occupation could you wake up a pauper and 
go to bed as a millionaire? With the state only a few years old these optimists were out in 
the remote gullies trying their luck. Places that still carry the names of Sailors Gully,    
Kerosine Gully, Speck Gully and my favourite, Blood and Thunder Gully.  Surface gold was 
found not in large amounts but enough to keep little communities busy. 
 

Larger mines soon opened as men with expertise arrived, people, such as John Hammat, 
who was an experienced Cornish miner.  They recognized the signs of copper in the 
ground and soon after the Wheal Friendship Mine or Ukaparinga or Unaparinga Mine and 
the Enterprise Mine were established in the late 1840s.  
 

For a new state to develop it takes resources, and timber was the material of choice for 
building homes, wagon wheels, rail tracks, ships and wharves. Good quality wood was 
needed, and the Williamstown and Mt Crawford area had it in abundance. On- site 
sawmills were set up where the massive giants grew. The men lived on site, but they had 
families living in the fledgling village. All these industrious people needed homes and a 
community, not to mention a good pub, so Victoria Creek was the place to be. People 
needed blacksmiths, butchers and bakers, shops to supply their needs, a carpenter to 
build their homes and to supply a coffin when the time came and unfortunately it came 
early for some of these folk, far from a doctor or hospital. So, the dusty street became 
the centre of the little town as designed by Lewis Johnston, renamed Williamstown after 
his new son, and the rest is history. 
 

Come and visit us on Sunday 3 May, 12-3pm at the Williamstown Memorial Institute and 
find out more about the early mines and the timber industry that shaped this town. View 
some of the oldest maps and titles available on the area.  At 1.00pm get an insight into 
how the town and main street developed, with a digital walk-through time, and a     
knowledgeable guide to answer any questions. 
 
Submitted by the Williamstown Historical Committee. 







Ma     e an appointment 

 

 

 

Pioneers Mens Chat 
 

Thursday 9th April 2026 
 

2.00pm - $5.00 per person 
 

Topic 
 

“Better Driving for Seniors” 
 presented by the RAA. 

 

 

John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 
*Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 

Memorial Drive, Williamstown 



Good Friday Service 

  

Williamstown  
Combined Churches 

 

 
  

Williamstown Institute 

3rd April   -   10 a.m. 

  

Speaker : Josh Scherer 

  

ALL WELCOME 



1 

Graeme: 0499 881 008 

 











 

History Month – May 2026 
Ingrid from Red Gum Retreat at 68 Queen St will have 5 Red Gum Series presentations -
each starting at 10:00am.  Bookings are strictly limited and can be made through Eventbrite 
 

1 May - Pulteney, Bellerophon, George Pulteney Malcolm, Borders 

 
 

8 May - Menge, Mengetown and mineral wealth around Williamstown 

 
 

15 May - Joint Stock Cattle Company and a Tribute to Robert Rankine 

 
 

22 May - Beautiful Lyndoch Valley - Beau Ideal 1837 - 1857 

 
 

29 May - Lost Barossa - Barossa Special Survey and Williamstown 

 

If you want to have a private session for your group, call Ingrid on 0408 406 370 

 
Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcolm (1768-
1838) By Samuel Lane, National 
Galleries of Scotland, Ref. PG2050 

This particular set is in the period before colonisation 
and does have a strong connection – through Malcolm 
Creek, and the development of the wool industry at 
Mount Crawford 

  

 

Johannes Menge had identified Cornflower Hill (near 
Mount Crawford) in his early explorations, perhaps as 
early as 1839, and he ended up having a scratching 
around for "diamonds" 

  

 

State Records 

The Joint Stock Cattle Company was formed in 1838 as a 
very early enterprise in the infant colony - Mt Barker, Bull 
Creek with some stock later at Mt Crawford. 

Robert Rankine was employed by the Joint Stock Cattle 
Company, and after he left the company pursued his pas-
toral ventures at Mount Crawford, not long after James 
Coutts Crawford had a camp for his recently overlanded 
sheep. 

Also included in this presentation will the connections with William Coulthard and 
other Scottish entities and a Tribute to Robert Rankine. 

 

State Records 

The southern and western portions of the Lyndoch Valley 
are a mystery, come along and discover interesting as-
pects of this area including the location of Yatta and a sto-
ry of a ride in the country to Yatta in 1842 

  

 

Land Titles Office 

The Barossa Special Survey has been long overlooked 
and almost forgotten. Come along and discover this im-
portant part of the State's pastoral history and how Wil-
liamstown is connected. Included in this topic will be a 
session on William Oliver Malcolm and the introduction of 
sheep into South Australia 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

APRIL 
2nd Maundy Thursday 
 5.30pm Sedar Meal & 7.30pm Holy Communion  
 St Boniface, Nuriootpa 
3rd Good Friday 10am Combined Service 
 Williamstown Institute 
5th Easter Sunday 
   9.30am St Aiden’s, Tanunda 
10th Friday 9.30am Holy Communion 
12th Sunday 9.30am  Holy Communion 
 & Annual Vestry Meeting @ St Aiden’s, Tanunda 
17th Friday  9.30am  Holy Communion 
19th Sunday 10am    Holy Communion 
24th Friday  9.30am Holy Communion  
25th Saturday Anzac Day 
 10am Holy Communion, St Hugh’s Angaston 
26th Sunday 10am Holy Communion 
 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 

Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

 

 

MARCH  

1st   9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne HC     

8th   9.30am  Mr Ken Edwards 

21st  Election Day, Church Polling Booth 

    Cake Stall & Sausage Sizzle 

22nd 9.30am Dr David Taplin 

29th  9.30am   Rev Brian Polkinghorne 

          PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 2nd 7pm  Rev Geoff Graetz 

       Tenebrae Service   

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 



 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED 
            
                                  

         The Men’s Shed is a concept which is growing in popularity and 
         increasing in number in Australia and around the globe.     
         It provides an outlet for men, much in the same way that the  
         backyard shed has in Australian culture over many years.     
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend our 
Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men enjoying 
the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured group.    
   

We encourage anyone who simply wants to turn up for ‘a cuppa’ and socialise while others may 
want to tinker, mend or create in the well-equipped workshop.  If you are curious to try new things 
someone is always on hand to help.   Making or repairing furniture or homewares or 
toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts, all examples (but certainly not 
the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed depending on the knowledge and 
skillset of the members.   
   

Projects and activities are also undertaken which benefit the community.    
  

The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on Queen 
Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating to the shed, membership or the hire of the 
meeting room (attached to the workshop) can be directed to Glen Venning on 0409 675 937.  
  

A day in the life of the Mens Shed.   

All the best wishes to Glen for his recovery and 
continued good health. 





If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or 
story to the Willy Wagtail  

 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or  
Ph Debbie 0417851061 

 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream 
Letter Box on the wall on  

the end of  
the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street,  

Williamstown   
 

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,   
Half page $25, Quarter Page $15.  

Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version 
can be sent to above address  

PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the  

editor or  
The Williamstown  Action Group.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring this 
beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips of 
various duration where members are free to 
opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an email 
at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 
4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

 Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
 

.We had 16 ladies attend the Barossa      
Chateau for the beautiful Devonshire Tea for 
our March catch-up.  It was truly a fantastic 
morning together!.  A huge thankyou to    
Mandy and staff and the person who waited 
on our table—you were brilliant. All very 
much appreciated! 

Our catch up for April will be at The General 
in Williamstown, opposite the Post Office, 
Thursday 9th April at 10.30am. 

We look forward to catching up again. 

We are always happy to see new faces from 
the Southern Barossa towns which include 
Lyndoch, Rowland Flat, Williamstown, 
Rosedale, Sandy Creek and Cockatoo      
Valley so if you have an hour or two to spare, 
we would love to have you join us. 

If you require further information, please   
contact Carolyn on 0411 410 453 

 $4.

Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 
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