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         Anzac Day 2026 

Images of the 2026 Anzac 
Day Ceremony held in  
Williamstown  
Provided by  
Robyn Dennard 
 

Thankyou to all those who 
contributed to and  
attended  this years  
 Service. 
 

“Lest we forget”  



Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

MAY 

3rd    9.30am Dr David Taplin  HC   
 

10th  9.30am  Mr Darrel Schutz 

     Mother’s Day 

 

17th 9.30am Rev Geoff Graetz 

 

24th 9.30am Pentecost 

     Dr David Taplin 

 

31st  9.30am   To Be Confirmed 

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 

Anzac Day 2026 
This year the weather turned on its best as the community came together to honour our Anzacs.  
We focused this service on Families and Women in service. Emma Shields and Ava Dudek from  
Williamstown Primary recounted Melva Guyatt's (nee Fromm) life story, while St Jakobi students —
Charlotte Bell, Olivia Harris, and Austen Gent—read aloud letters from World War I. Their presentation 
was marked by both pride and precision. Southern Barossa Scouts contributed by presenting 
wreaths to be laid by family members of lost and respected servicemen and women. Craig MacDonald 
piped to start the service, Leading Seaman Joanne Barton shared the ODE, CFS Captain Chris Balche 
raised the flag, as the RAAF catafalque party stood tall. 

Appreciation goes out to everyone who assisted with early preparations—these commemorations truly 
depend on community involvement. Both local schools are keen to be actively involved in  
Remembrance Day also, helping to preserve respect for service personnel and their families for future 
generations. 
Women in the Defence Force: WW1 saw 3000 women in Service most of these served O/S, WW2 
70,000 Women served mostly on Australian shores taking on the roles of the 1 million men that went  
O/S, today over 22% of service personnel are women. Lieutenant General Susan Coyle is the highest 
ranking woman in the Australian Defence Force, appointed in April 2026 as the first female Chief of    
Army. She will take command in July 2026, becoming the first woman to lead any service branch in the 
Australian military's 125-year history. 
Robyn Dennard 
“Lest we forget”  

WW2 US Army Camp at Sandy Creek, housing up to as 
many as 10,000 servicemen, and dances being held 7 
days a week in Gawler. Located 1 kilometre from Sandy 
Creek Hotel. In 1944 the camp held Italian POW’s     
captured in North Africa.   Pic from Gawler History Team.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lieutenant+General+Susan+Coyle&sca_esv=03ed3b38c84ec75c&rlz=1C1SQJL_enAU794AU794&sxsrf=ANbL-n78M22mWJNhevWyYOSgn-uB9s8hug%3A1777200623574&ei=7-3tafC8IriZseMPp5-YuAg&biw=1920&bih=945&oq=highest+woman+in+servcie+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2






Progress 
For over five hundred years a pair of gum trees stood together, very old but still in their prime.     
They heard the soft footsteps of the native man on the dusty ground below and much later the crack 
of the Overlander’s whip.  Later the slow plodding of the teamster’s bullocks and creaking drays 
making their way along the track, the sharp tap of the stone mason’s chisel as Thomas Adam’s Hotel 
was built, the ringing hammer on iron from Samuel Hattam’s blacksmith forge and the swish of 
horses’ tails as they waited patiently in the shade for the blacksmith’s attention, the lusty singing of 
the Foresters on parade along the dirt road through the town. They heard the chugging of the early 
jalopy as it bumped its way uneasily along the early road. Then the sound of excited young men as 
they prepared themselves for adventure on the other side of the world in a war, they didn’t             
understand, and later some of them came home.  The old trees witnessed the opening of a          
magnificent building to commemorate their service, and the jalopies went faster and the track got 
wider and then another lot of young men and women left for another war that was not of their   
making and again, some of them came home. 
But then the blacksmith’s forge became a shop, and the hotel grew bigger and the Foresters ceased 
to sing on parade, and the cars got faster and the road got wider and the powers-that- be said, “This 
will never do, those old trees have got to go”. So, it was decided that the two old red gum trees, one 
big and the other very big, that were a menace to traffic, had to be removed. No one heard their   
silence screams as the saw bit into their timber, and they were felled with pinpoint precision, 
chopped up and carted away, their great stumps removed, the ground smoothed over and nothing 
remained. 
They are gone now. Like the soft sound of the black man’s feet and the crack of the Overlander’s 
whip, and the plodding bullocks and creaking drays, the mason’s chisel and the ring of the black-
smith’s hammer and the chugging jalopy and the young men’s voices.  Gone.  All gone forever. 
 

Denise Patterson 
Member of the Williamstown History Society – Celebrating History Month 



 Anzac Day 2026 (cont) 

 

Rotating Top R to L : Corporal Craig  
Tanti, Natalie Tanti and boys (L) Dustin 
and (R)Casey. 
FLTLT Clarence Harre 
Williamstown Primary School Students  
Nate LeBrun, Rory Cameron, Emma 
Shields and Ava Dudek. 
St Jakobi School Students -  
Charlotte Bell, Olivia Harris, Austen 
Gent and Owain Stephenson. 
Val. Paul and Pam Grigg. 
Members of the RAAF Catafalque Party 





Editor’s Note 
The Williamstown Action Group are at a serious  
and real turning point. We are a small group of   
volunteers who invest their time and energy in 
providing Community events and projects within 
the community.  The youngest member is near-
ing 50 and the majority in their 60’s or older. 
We seriously need to reconsider if keeping the 
WAG’s (as affectionately known), is viable to 
keep operating.   
Our next meeting is May 4th, upstairs in the      
Soldier’s Memorial Hall at 7pm.  Please come 
along and volunteer or send in an apology to 
wwwagtail@gmail.com 
Maybe there is another group in the community 
who would like to take over the Christmas Fair, 
The Christmas Carols, The Town Garage Sale 
etc.   

Hi, I’m Kristal, a local resident of 40 years (yikes!) 

and a photographer and storyteller with a love for cap-
turing the people and moments that make Williamstown 
so special.  

Recently, I’ve been creating short community story   
videos that shine a light on the quieter, meaningful 
things happening around us. From local initiatives and 
small businesses, to individuals making a genuine    
impact.  

These are the stories that bring people together, spark 
connection, and remind us of the good that exists right 
here in our community.  

I offer a small number of these features free of charge 
for people or projects that are giving back or creating 
positive change. You may have seen some posted in 
the community Facebook page.  

Alongside this, I also work with local businesses,      
creatives, and families to capture thoughtful, natural 
photo and video content, whether for branding, story-
telling, or preserving a moment in time.  
If you have a story to share, know someone doing 
something special, or feel called to create something 
meaningful of your own, I’d love to connect.  
Email: hello@makersdaughter.com.au  
Instagram: @makersdaughter_  
website: www.makersdaughter.com.au  

http://www.makersdaughter.com.au/
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Graeme: 0499 881 008 

 

 

9am – 2pm 



 

9am – 2pm 

Order’s taken NOW for  
Mother’s Day 

Sunday 10th May 









 

History Month – May 2026 
Ingrid from Red Gum Retreat at 68 Queen St will have 5 Red Gum Series presentations -
each starting at 10:00am.  Bookings are strictly limited and can be made through Eventbrite 
 

1 May - Pulteney, Bellerophon, George Pulteney Malcolm, Borders 

 
 

8 May - Menge, Mengetown and mineral wealth around Williamstown 

 
 

15 May - Joint Stock Cattle Company and a Tribute to Robert Rankine 

 
 

22 May - Beautiful Lyndoch Valley - Beau Ideal 1837 - 1857 

 
 

29 May - Lost Barossa - Barossa Special Survey and Williamstown 

 

If you want to have a private session for your group, call Ingrid on 0408 406 370 

 
Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcolm (1768-
1838) By Samuel Lane, National 
Galleries of Scotland, Ref. PG2050 

This particular set is in the period before colonisation 
and does have a strong connection – through Malcolm 
Creek, and the development of the wool industry at 
Mount Crawford 

  

 

Johannes Menge had identified Cornflower Hill (near 
Mount Crawford) in his early explorations, perhaps as 
early as 1839, and he ended up having a scratching 
around for "diamonds" 

  

 

State Records 

The Joint Stock Cattle Company was formed in 1838 as a 
very early enterprise in the infant colony - Mt Barker, Bull 
Creek with some stock later at Mt Crawford. 

Robert Rankine was employed by the Joint Stock Cattle 
Company, and after he left the company pursued his pas-
toral ventures at Mount Crawford, not long after James 
Coutts Crawford had a camp for his recently overlanded 
sheep. 

Also included in this presentation will the connections with William Coulthard and 
other Scottish entities and a Tribute to Robert Rankine. 

 

State Records 

The southern and western portions of the Lyndoch Valley 
are a mystery, come along and discover interesting as-
pects of this area including the location of Yatta and a sto-
ry of a ride in the country to Yatta in 1842 

  

 

Land Titles Office 

The Barossa Special Survey has been long overlooked 
and almost forgotten. Come along and discover this im-
portant part of the State's pastoral history and how Wil-
liamstown is connected. Included in this topic will be a 
session on William Oliver Malcolm and the introduction of 
sheep into South Australia 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

MAY is the month dedicated to Chaplaincy 
1st Friday   9.30am Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday 10am    Holy Communion 

8th Friday  9.30am Holy Communion 

10th Sunday 10am   Holy Communion 

17th Sunday 10am   Holy Communion 

24th Sunday 10am   Holy Communion 

24th Friday    9.30am Holy Communion  

    at Holy Trinity Church, Lyndoch 

31st Sunday  10am  Patronal Festival, 

    At Holy Trinity Church, Lyndoch 

 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 









 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED             
              

        The Men’s Shed is a concept which is growing in popularity and  
        increasing in number in Australia and around the globe.   It provides 
        an outlet for men, much in the same way that the backyard shed  
        has in Australian culture over many years.     
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend our 
Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men      
enjoying the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured 
group.   It’s a happy place. 
  

Making or repairing furniture or homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating         
bicycles, arts and crafts, all examples (but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be    
undertaken at the Shed depending on the knowledge and skillset of the members 
 

We encourage anyone who wants to tinker, mend or create in the well-equipped workshop. If you 
are curious to try new things someone is always on hand to help out.   Making or repairing         
furniture or homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts, 
all examples (but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed     
depending on the knowledge and skillset of the members.   
 

We emphasise that the workshop is not the thing for all 
men, some may simply want a cuppa and a chat in our 
meeting room (with   kitchen) and we encourage that.        
In fact, when that bell rings its coffee/tea/bikky break which 
is one of our most important functions but just be warned 
of all the high-minded banter that takes place (not).   By the 
way, the bell ringer has the most onerous task in the place.    
 

Projects and activities are also undertaken 
which benefit  the community.    
The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of 
the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on Queen 
Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries   relating to the 
shed, membership or the hire of the meeting room 
(attached to the workshop) can be directed to                   
Glen Venning on 0409 675 937.  
                 
                Glen: “Did it move or was that you Mike ?” 



If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or 
story to the Willy Wagtail  

 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or  
Ph Debbie 0417851061 

 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream 
Letter Box on the wall on  

the end of  
the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street,  

Williamstown   
 

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,   
Half page $25, Quarter Page $15.  

Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version 
can be sent to above address  

PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the  

editor or  
The Williamstown  Action Group.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring this 
beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips of 
various duration where members are free to 
opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an email 
at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 
4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

 Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
 

  The ladies enjoyed a lovely morning at     

The General in Williamstown for last month’s 

get together.  

Thank you again to the staff for their valuable 

support. 

The May catch up will be at The Table Café 

in Lyndoch on Thursday 14th May at 

10.30am 

We are always happy to see new faces from 

the Southern Barossa towns which include 

Lyndoch, Rowland Flat, Williamstown, 

Rosedale, Sandy Creek and Cockatoo      

Valley so if you have an hour or two to spare, 

we would love to have you join us. 

If you require further information, please   

contact Carolyn on 0411 410 453 

 $4.

Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 
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