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On the 9th Of February, members of the Williamstown Action Group 
celebrated a night out with dinner at the Williamstown Hotel in      
honour of Lyn Venning  who made the decision to retire from the 
group.  Lyn had offered to assist when she can if we need volunteers  
after nearly 40 years on the Action Group, previously the Hall        
committee , and then combined with the Community Council.   
Lyn’s dedication has been a major push in the behind the scenes in 
having the supermarket come to fruition and she is looking forward to 
being able to shop there this year.  Hopefully, as the first customer 
through the door.  
After the beautiful food consumed, Lyn was thanked  and presented 
with a basket of items .  Lyn’s knowledge will be sadly missed, but we 
know where she lives and will be a phone call away. 





 
Williamstown Amateur Players  

 
The Williamstown Amateur Players would like to thank our audiences for last years   
Pantomime. You were brilliant. 
 
We had made some changes adding a Sunday Matinee and it worked.  Ticket sales were 
great and we appreciated your support. 
 
The AGM is to be held on the 3rd Of March and reading of new Pantomime for 2026 is all 
very exciting.  We are open to new members (sorry, women only). 
 
New members are welcome 10th March when we will have more time to welcome you.  
The hall is open from 9.30am. 
 
Dates for 2026 will be posted shortly and who we will be donating to this year. 
 
We would also like to thenk the Willy Wagtail and Leader for their great support.  
 
Thank you. 

 



George Snellgrove – Licensee and later owner of Victoria Hotel/Williamstown Hotel 
George was born in Southampton, Hampshire UK in 1824 to parents Mary Eyles and Richard Snellgrove. 
In 1845 he married Mary Ann Richards in Southampton.  Their first two daughters, Louise in 1847 and 
Martha 1848 were born in Southampton. In 1853 they embarked on the ship the Standard with George’s 
brother Charles bound for South Australia. Ellen Standard Snellgrove was born onboard in 1853, and 
the first son was born in Adelaide in 1855 followed by Edward 1857, Victoria Hotel and George, 1859 at 
Williamstown. So much of their early history is recorded in the birth of their children. 
Early records suggested that George was a shoemaker, but he was also recorded as a sawyer and     
publican. However, something must have attracted him to Victoria Creek. Perhaps it was the early     
timber industry, but it wasn’t long before he found himself as publican of the Victoria Hotel under the 
ownership of Thomas Adams. In September 1856 he applied for a certificate authorizing the transfer of 
the license to him from Thomas Adams, which was granted. 
In 1857 Thomas Adams had a seven-year lease drawn up for George Snellgrove. In the lease there was a 
stipulation that within the first three years an extension consisting of 3 bedrooms and one double     
bedroom be added to the original building and finished in the same style, Thomas Adams pays half of 
the cost. 
After Thomas Adams sold his ownership of the Hotel and land in Victoria Creek to Lewis Johnston, 
George continued to hold the lease and license and the building program took place. In 1859 when 
Lewis Johnston sold all his property it appears that George Snellgrove bought the Hotel, although we 
don’t have a title to date, but we know from George Warren’s title of 1859 that George Snellgrove owned 
Lot 52 with the Hotel and out-buildings.  In 1873 he had a lease drawn up for John Bain to take over   
running the Hotel, now named Williamstown Hotel.  John Bain was husband of Louise Snellgrove and 
son-in-law of George Snellgrove. 
George Snellgrove may not have been the colourful character that Thomas Adams and Lewis Johnston, 
had been but he was there to stay, and he owner the Williamstown Hotel until his death in 1896. From 
newspaper accounts both he and his wife were very community minded.  
He appeared to be renowned as a host. In 1863 he provided an annual dinner for “Court Williamstown”, 
we are more familiar with the name “Foresters”. The SA Weekly Chronicle August 15, 1863, writes that 
“Upwards of 30 brethren and friends sat down to an excellent dinner provided by Host Snellgrove”. 
At this time the small community of Williamstown did not have a building suitable for public functions. 
The fledgling Mt Crawford Council used the hotel as its meeting place prior to owning its own Council 
Hall. Meetings of civic importance were held there, such as the appointment of a Headmaster of the 
Williamstown School. 
In November 1868 George’s wife Mary died after a recent illness. By an account in the SA Register 
Thursday 12, November, she was greatly respected for her kindness and generosity. “There were          
between 200 and 300 people assembled, testament to their respect to the departed by following the 
coffin to its last resting place”. 
However, George continued doing what he did best, running his hotel and hosting events. On New Years 
Eve 1869 he was hosting his annual dinner with entertainment. In 1880 he was hosting the Foresters 
again with the front of the hotel “tastefully draped with pine trees and branches”. 
On February 9, 1896, George Snellgrove died. He still owned the hotel and lived there, although he no 
longer ran the hotel nor held the license.  The license had passed through numerous hands including 
his son- in-law John Bain and his daughter Martha Thomas as well as the Taylor family.  He had been a 
resident of the district for about 40 years and was a mine of information about the area and enjoyed  
telling stories of the early days (don’t we wish we could hear them). He is buried in the Williamstown 
Cemetery with his wife Mary Ann. 





 

 

Pioneers Mens Chat 
 

Thursday 12th March 2026 
 

2.00pm - $5.00 per person 
 
 

Topic 
 

“Life and times of a Crane Driver" 
 

Presented by Wirraminna Care 
 

John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 
*Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 

Memorial Drive, Williamstown 
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Graeme: 0499 881 008 

 







Good Friday Service 

  

Williamstown  
Combined Churches 

 

 
  

Williamstown Institute 

3rd April   -   10 a.m. 

  

Speaker : Josh Scherer 

  

ALL WELCOME 





 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
   
  
 

 

MARCH 

1st  

8th

21st 

 

22nd

29th 

 

APRIL 2nd 7pm 

 

We hope everyone that contributed in making the Williamstown 

Town Garage Sale the Day it was had a great day. 

The town was a buzz with traffic and we continue to wonder 

with awe how there hasn't been a traffic accident yet in front of 

the hall with all the cars and people coming and going. 

We feel for you with the weather, because we were cooking the 

BBQ all morning till lunch time but hope you were still able to 

make some sales.  Our fundraising efforts the day totalled just 

over a $1,000 and with Glen, Lyn, Phil, Graeme, Dawn, Kellie, 

John, Lorriane and Deb doing all the work, I think we all agree 

that’s a fantastic effort.  Again, maybe next year but with more 

and younger help!! We realised we were all over 50years old!! 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

MARCH 
8th   Sunday Lent 3   10am Holy Trinity, Lyndoch 
15th  Sunday Lent 4  10am   Holy Communion 
20th  Friday   9.30am  Holy Communion 
22nd  Sunday Lent 5  10am   Holy Communion 
27th   Friday  9.30am  Holy Communion 
29th  Palm Sunday    10am   Holy Trinity, Lyndoch 
  1.30pm Messiah Concert at St Paul’s 
     Lutheran Church, Tanunda 
APRIL  
2nd  Maundy Thursday  
 5.30pm  Seder Meal  St Boniface, Nuriootpa 
 7.30pm Holy Communion 
3rd   Good Friday 
 10am Williamstown Institute 
5th  Easter Sunday 
 9.30am Holy Communion St Aiden’s Tanunda 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 

Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

 

 

MARCH  

1st   9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne HC     

8th   9.30am  Mr Ken Edwards 

21st  Election Day, Church Polling Booth 

    Cake Stall & Sausage Sizzle 

22nd 9.30am Dr David Taplin 

29th  9.30am   Rev Brian Polkinghorne 

          PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 2nd 7pm  Rev Geoff Graetz 

       Tenebrae Service   

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 



 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED 
            
                                  

        Members of the Southern Barossa Men’s Shed wish everyone a 
        Happy New Year for 2026. The Men’s Shed is a concept which is 
        growing in popularity and increasing in number in Australia   
        and around the globe.  It provides an outlet for men, much in the 
same way that the backyard shed has in Australian culture over many years.          
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend 
our Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men 
enjoying the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured 
group.   
 We encourage anyone who simply wants to turn up for ‘a cuppa’ and socialise while others 
may want to tinker, mend or create in the well equipped workshop.  If you are curious to try 
new things someone is always on hand to help out.   Making or repairing furniture or        
homewares or toys, mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts,  all          
examples (but certainly not the limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed    
depending on the  knowledge and skillset of the members.   Projects and activities are also   
undertaken which benefit the community.  
The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on 
Queen Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating to the shed, membership or the hire of 
the meeting room  (attached to the workshop)  can be directed to Glen Venning on 0409 675 
937. 

If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the Willy Wagtail  
 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or Ph Debbie 0417851061 
 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on the wall on the end of  
the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street, Williamstown   

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,  Half page $25, Quarter Page $15. Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version can be sent to above address  
PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the  

editor or The Williamstown  Action Group.  

 
 

Don’t Forget to vote 21st March 2026 
 

At local polling booth, 
Postal vote,  

absentee vote, but VOTE! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring this 
beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips of 
various duration where members are free to 
opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an email 
at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 
4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

 Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
 

A lovely morning was enjoyed by the ladies 
who went to the bakery in February.  

Thank you again for the lovely staff making 
us welcome. 

Our morning for March will be at  

The Barossa Chateau, Lyndoch 10.30am on 
Thursday 12th March. 

Cost is $12p.p which includes scones with 
jam and cream, tea or coffee.  We need to 
advice the Chateau of numbers.  Please 
phone Marianne on 0481 157 331 if you are 
joining us (and if you have dietary needs) no 
later than Mon March 9th. 

We are always happy to see new faces from 
the Southern Barossa including Lyndoch, 
Rowland Flat, Williamstown, Rosedale and  
Cockatoo Valley so if you have an hour or 
two we would love to have you join us. 

Ph Carolyn on 0411 410 453 for information. 

 $4.

Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 
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