
 

Southern Gateway to the Barossa     
 

The Willy Wagtail published and distributed by the  
volunteers of the  WILLIAMSTOWN ACTION GROUP 

Issue 544        February           2026    

 





The Third Forefather of Williamstown – George Warren 
Why George Warren? After all he never lived in Williamstown. 
The Warren name is synonymous with the Mt Crawford area, but what about George? 
He was born in Coxton, Morayshire Scotland in 1820 to John and Lydia Warren. He was apprenticed as a surveyor 
on the first and principal railroads in Scotland. Later he was engaged to survey the estates of the Duke of           
Richmond. 
In 1842 his parents immigrated to South Australia where his father John started the first brewery on the banks of the 
Torrens River, in Adelaide, then sold the business and bought the land we know today as Springfield. Much of that 
land is now under the Warren Reservoir. 
In 1842 George and his brother John set sail in the Iona for Melbourne and then continued to South Australia. They 
joined their parents for some time at Springfield and then George accepted an engagement to survey much of the 
land belonging to George Fife Angus. 
By 1850 he moved to Gawler and set up business as a surveyor and auctioneer. He conducted sales regularly at 
the Old Bushman Yards, and he was also involved in numerous enterprises as was expected of a gentleman of   
education and business ability.  
He, like Thomas Adams and Lewis Johnston was only a young man (22) when he arrived in South Australia with the 
future before him. He married in 1855 to Lucy Cave and they had a small tribe of children. They resided in Gawler, 
where George became very involved in Societies and Corporations within the town. In 1861 he was co-auditor with 
Mr. Burton to the Gawler Town and Suburban Building and Investment Society and a member of the Gawler        
Agricultural and Horticultural Society. 
What of his association with Williamstown? His name appeared frequently in Mt Crawford minutes as he was       
involved in the development of new roads into and around the town. The government of the time was trying to      
develop roads to increase and facilitate better connections and speed up transport of goods from the Eastern 
States.  The first roads in the area were little more than bullock tracks that became impassable in winter. New road 
layouts were needed as well as bridges. George must have had a flare for building bridges as he was given the job 
of designing the first bridge over Victoria Creek at the end of Queen Street. 
In 1857 Lewis Johnston had the area of land around Victoria Creek Hotel surveyed and subdivided into town        
allotments. He was keen to have a bridge to bring business into his proposed new town of “Williams Town”, so he  
co-operated with the council to reline the tracks across his land on Section 984 (Mt Crawford Road) to connect with 
the new proposed bridge. 
Getting precise dating on the bridge is difficult as the Council was looking at building several other bridges at this 
time and was not always specific in their recording. I believe George Warren’s first bridge was washed away before 
completion or soon after in 1859c and he redesigned a sturdier bridge which was completed around 1862.           
Unfortunately, this one was also washed away in the flood of August 1862.  From a correspondent to the SA      
Register, August 23, 1862. “I regret to add that the new bridge over Victoria Creek has been entirely destroyed, and 
all the footbridges on the river and creek swept away”. 
By 1867 the next bridge proved more resilient, but prior to this, Lewis Johnston had requested George Warren to 
auction all his property. In the Adelaide Observer January 23, 1858 “George Warren is instructed to sell” “The   
Township of Williamston, Section No. 984.” (note different spelling)  On October 9, 1858, an Advertisement in The 
South Australian Weekly Chronicle announced an “important sale of landed property in and near Gawler, to take 
place at the Willaston Hotel on October 18.” 
Obviously, there were no takers. On June 1, 1860, George Warren was granted the title of Section 35, 984 and part 
985. George Warren now owned Williamstown, certainly the area subdivided and designated as town allotments, 
(except the hotel and grounds, allotment 52 owned by George Snellgrove). I believe his gesture was fundamental to 
the survival of the fledgling town. By making it financially easier to acquire a piece of land, he was establishing the 
Lewis Johnston plan. The terms for purchase, was payment within three years. Many of the locals took advantage of 
this to set up their small businesses. The land title was guaranteed after the final payment. 
George Warren would have funded the development from his own purse, £250, and I believe he saved the town 
from sliding into obscurity. Had the land been acquired as a farm, Johnston’s subdivision would have remained    
undeveloped. 
On August 25, 1895, George Warren died as a result of injuries sustained in a level crossing accident near       
Roseworthy. He was 74 years of age and greatly missed by family, friends and the wider community. 
Provided by the Williamstown Historical Society. 









FROM THE EDITOR….. 
Sadly, we have seen the resignation of the roving reporter LL.  I hope they change their mind   
after a break but wish to thank them for the amazing contributions they have forwarded to the 
Willy Wagtail.  The information they sourced and provided for inclusion added a personal and 
local touch to the Wag, so Thank you very much LL for all the great articles previously provided. 
If anyone would like to put up their hand to take on seeking local news to provide as a volunterr 
reporter, please let me know. 
I am happy to include a Police report and reminder about security actions.  This is a return of 
many years ago to keep locals updated.  You will notice a Barossa Council update about the 
project in Williamstown based on recent graffiti issues in the area.  While the article is            
outdated for this issue, there is the follow up results from the responses to their survey             
included also. 
 
A reminder about the Garage Sale this coming Sat 7th Feb.  It is a community event organised 
by the Williamstown Action Group and you can be on the map we compile, print and distribute 
on the day for the $10 registration fee.  This covers advertising in the local papers and posters 
for you to attach to your bins to show you are supporting the group with their fundraising 
efforts and not just hanging freely on the coat tails of those doing the hard work to organise the 
event.  If you have any queries please ring 0417 851 061.   Registrations after Tuesday 3rd Feb 
can still  be taken but may not be on the listed map so hurry and get your registrations in. 
We will be selling bacon and egg sandwiches and sausage sizzle with cold drinks at the hall 
where the maps will be available for a gold coin donation and if you would like to volunteer to 
help us cook also call and let us know.  A big thank you to all the staff at the Post Office who 
assist us with collecting and passing on the registration forms and cash.  For those registered, 
keep an eye open in the next few days for your posters via the post office.  Good luck Saturday. 
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Graeme: 0499 881 008 



 









 

SUMMARY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 

 Printed by:#PD49027 MURCH, R. 

Location:BACV 

Date & time:22/01/2026 07:22   

  

Reported dates: 01/11/2025 - 22/01/2026  

Incident date  Incident type  Location  Details  

02/11/2025 Illegal interference WILLIAM DYER DR, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

Unknown offender illegal interference with 

2x motor vehicles. Tools and coins stolen. 

04/01/2026 Illegal interference IAN ROSS DR, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

ILLEGAL INTERFERENCE - NISSAN 

PATHFINDER. SMASHED REAR WINDOW 

AND BROKEN BRAKE LIGHT, TOTAL VALUE 

APPROX $1000. NIL CTTV. NIL 

WITN/SUSP/PERM. 

02/11/2025 Illegal use WIRRA WIRRA RD, 

PEWSEY VALE 

Illegal use of vehicle, SA rego   

07/11/2025 Property damage MARGARET ST, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

+++PROPERTY DAMAGE+++ 

WILLIAMSTOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL  

    

24/12/2025 Serious criminal 

trespass (SCT) 

MARGARET ST, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

SCT TO ENCLOSED SPORTS SHED AT 

WILLIAMSTOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL. NIL 

THEFT. DAMAGE VALUE APPROX $500. NIL 

CCTV. NIL SUSP/ WITN/ PERM.  

02/11/2025 Theft/receiving WILLIAM DYER DR, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

Theft of contents from inside MV valued at 

$4100. nil sus/wit/perm/CCTV 

    

25/11/2025 Unlawfully on 

premises/trespass 

YETTIE RD, 

WILLIAMSTOWN 

Agg SCT (Residential) WILLIAMSTOWN - 

Unknown person entered house via open 

rear door Nil taken, offender not sighted, 

window heard being opened. 

 



Tony Pasin MP - Op-Ed  - January 2026 
Addressing the Legislative Response to the Bondi Beach Terror Attack 
There has been a great deal of focus on Labor’s Omnibus Hate Laws and the decisions taken by the 
Parliament in recent days. Given the scale and significance of this legislation, it is important to set 
out clearly what was proposed by Labor, what was changed and where I stand. 
The Liberal Party forced the Prime Minister to split Labor’s original Bill. That mattered. Labor 
attempted to push through a sprawling package that bundled firearms changes alongside so-called 
“hate laws”, including provisions that posed a real threat to freedom of speech. The Liberal Party 
drew a clear line and Labor was forced to abandon the speech-restricting measures that should 
never have been proposed. 
On firearms, my position is clear. I voted against Labor’s new gun laws. These laws punish               
responsible, lawful firearms owners while doing nothing to protect Australians from terrorism or 
violent extremism. With the support of the Greens, Labor had the numbers to force these laws 
through despite strong opposition. 
On the other matters debated, my focus was equally clear: target extremists, hate preachers, and 
terrorist groups. With respect to these target groups I agree with measures that strengthen         
Australia’s ability to deal with genuine threats from extremist groups, including neo-Nazis and    
Hizb-ut-Tahrir. 
Specifically, the Liberal Party strengthened the powers of the Immigration Minister to cancel visas 
and deport non-citizens on character grounds.  
We agreed to toughened existing racial vilification offences, creating aggravated penalties - up to 15 
years’ imprisonment - for hate preachers who incite violence in the name of their religion.  
We also made laws to prescribe groups such as Hizb-ut Tahrir, the Neo-Nazi National Socialist     
Network or other hate groups who incite violence or target people based on their racial or           
ethnicity.  
These changes go after the real problem: violent extremism. They do not silence debate,            
criminalise opinion, or erode free speech. 
So let me be clear. I did not vote for Labor’s gun laws. I did not vote for hate speech laws. I did   
however vote to strengthen Australia’s ability to ban terror organisations, cancel visas, deport       
extremists and impose tougher penalties on those who incite violence. 
Australians deserve laws that protect them from terrorists, not laws that punish the innocent or   
restrict free speech. 



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

February 
Friday 6th  9.30am Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 8th   10am Holy Communion    
    combined service  
 

Friday 13th  9.30am Holy Communion  
 

Sunday 15th 10am Holy Communion 
 

Wed 18th  7.30pm St Boniface, Nuriootpa 
 

Friday 20th  9.30am Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 22nd 10am Holy Communion 
 

Friday 27th   9.30am Holy Community 
 
 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  

Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

 

 
 
 

  

FEBRUARY 

Feb 1st 9.30am Rev Geoff  Graetz HC 

Feb 8th 9.30am  Harvest Thanksgiving  

      Mr Darrel Schutz 

Feb 15th 9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne  

Feb 18th 7pm  Ash Wednesday 

      Rev Geoff  Graetz  

Feb 22nd   9.30am Dr David Taplin 

March 1st 9.30am  Rev Brian Polkinghorne 

     HC 

 
 

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 



 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED 
            
                                  

         Members of the Southern Barossa Men’s Shed wish everyone a 
         Happy New Year for 2026. The Men’s Shed is a concept which is 
         growing in popularity and increasing in number in Australia and 
         around the globe.  It provides an outlet for men, much in the 
same way that the backyard shed has in Australian culture over many years.          
The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend our 
Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men enjoying 
the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured group.   
 We encourage anyone who simply wants to turn up for ‘a cuppa’ and socialise while others may 
want to tinker, mend or create in the well equipped workshop.  If you are curious to try new things 
someone is always on hand to help out.   Making or repairing furniture or homewares or toys, 
mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts,  all examples (but certainly not the 
limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed depending on the  knowledge and       
skillset of the members.   Projects and activities are also undertaken which benefit the community.  
The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on Queen 
Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating to the shed, membership or the hire of the meeting 
room  (attached to the workshop)  can be directed to Glen Venning on 0409 675 937. 

If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the Willy Wagtail  
 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or Ph Debbie 0417851061 
 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on the wall on the end of  
the  Post Office Verandah, Queen Street, Williamstown   

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,  Half page $25, Quarter Page $15. Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version can be sent to above address  
PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the  

editor or The Williamstown  Action Group.  

Pioneers Mens Chat 
 

Thursday 12th February 2026 2.00pm - $5.00 per person 

Topic 
 
 

“Update of Aged Care  
Nationally & in the Southern 

Barossa Region” 
      Presented by Wirraminna Care 
    John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 

*Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 

Memorial Drive, Williamstown 









 


