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A life amongst the Horses 
In the January 2025 Issue of  the Willy Wag Tail Newsletter, I was fortunate enough to post an 
article on Lucy Roberts, her Floristry Business, Ellamore Flowers, her plans for ‘Barossa  
Elopements’ and a little about her Life’s Journey, a large part of  which has run alongside her 
husband Martin Roberts, who is the subject of  this article. I chatted to Marty at the couple’s 
home on their beautiful, large property just outside Williamstown. No stranger to living in the 
country, Marty grew up on a small acreage on the outskirts of  Newcastle, N.S.W. When he was 
12 years old, a Newcastle Businessman bought the property next door and young Marty 
helped in the development of  the land for use by horses. Leaving school as soon as he could 
to follow his dream of  being a jockey, Marty was thwarted by the scales, which deemed him 
too heavy. However, his desire to be around horses led him to remain in the thoroughbred  
industry, training and breaking in horses, until he reached his early twenties when, in 1997, he 
went to Ireland and spent 8 months breaking in 2-year-olds on the Curagh, (the Kentucky of  
Ireland). On his return to Australia, he took a job with Coolmore Stud, Jerry’s Plains in the 
Hunter Valley, where he stayed for the next 12 years, progressing from general hand to  
Assistant Stud Manager. Here, he also met Lucy! In 2010 he was approached by the Royal 
Studs, Sandringham, and asked if  he was interested in taking on the job of  Stud Manager of  
their properties in the UK. After being contacted by the General Manager and having had a  
video conference interview, he was flown to the UK for a face-to-face interview – and met 
Queen Elizabeth 11. (Whereupon I became very excited! Not everyone gets to do that in their 
working day!) With Property Heads in attendance, Marty ‘talked horses’ with the Queen for 20 
minutes in front of  a roaring fire in Sandringham House!! Returning to Australia,  
Marty discussed the offer with Lucy and accepted the position in the late December of  2009 
with the prospect of  commencing work in early 2010 and for Lucy to join him in the August. 
In mid-January Marty took up the role of  running everything – the new property, new animals, 
new staff - but he settled in and took on the many challenges it offered. Whilst here, he met 
the Queen twice more. One weekend, early in the morning, Marty was down in the yards as a 
staff member had brought to his attention a lame foal. Alerted to the fact that “Ma’am is here!”, 
he turned to find her standing in the stable doorway, concerned that there might be a problem 
with the foal. After reassuring the Queen that all would be well with the foal, they both then 
walked around and looked at a few other horses before the Queen drove herself  away, no 
aides visible but obviously around! Marty described it as a lovely casual event, but then Marty 
is a very grounded person! On another occasion, an official visit, the Queen and Marty went 
through all the stock on the farm, discussing things like breeding, fertility, growth patterns etc., 
studying all her animals! Unfortunately, just as Lucy was on the brink of  moving herself, dogs, 
cats and furniture to join Marty in the UK, Marty was faced with a very tough decision, and  
citing sad family reasons, resigned and returned to Australia after only 8 months in a ‘dream 
job’! Fortunately, Lucy was still working at Coolmore, and they welcomed Marty back into the 
fold into his old position. The couple stayed there for another few years until Marty took up 
the position of  Stud Manager of  a new property being developed, called Newgate, which is 
now one of  the top 5 thoroughbred farms in the country. Next came Queensland and Aquis 
Farm, owned by a Chinese Billionaire. This property went through a rapid time of  expansion  
in S.E. Queensland, into N.S.W. and then into Victoria. During these moves, Lucy, working as 
Stud Secretary, was also carving out a highly respected place for herself  in the industry! One 
of  the things that has always struck Marty as interesting is the respect that everyone within the 
industry has for each other, right through from the ‘grass roots’ workers to the owners and 
trainers. When the opportunity arose to come to the Barossa to manage Cornerstone Stud, 
(part of  the old Lindsay Park Stud near Angaston) Marty and Lucy embraced the opportunity 
as they both love the Barossa area.  Marty managed the property from 2018 for approximately 
3 years until Covid intervened and the decision was made for Lucy to set up her Floristry  
Business just outside of  Williamstown.  



 

A life amongst the Horses (cont) 
 

Nowadays Marty keeps his hand in by doing Consultancy Work around Victoria and N.S.W.        
He still has a few horses on the property, still has shares in a few currently running and has an 
impressive list of  great horses he has worked with over the years – Makybe Diva (3x Melbourne 
Cup Winner), Sunline (2x Cox Plate Winner), Jezabeel and Let’s Elope (both Melbourne Cup    
Winners) plus many, many more! Marty’s Tip – watch out for Beau Bandit, trained in Newcastle 
and a rising star! It was a pleasure to chat with Marty who has had “an interesting journey thus 
far…..”and lots of  untold stories still to tell, I think!                                                      L.L.  
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 SOUTHERN BAROSSA MEN’S SHED 
                          
          

          

         The Men’s Shed is a concept which is growing in popularity and 
         increasing in number in Australia and around the globe.     
         It provides an outlet for men, much in the same way that the  
         backyard shed has in Australian culture over many years.          
 

The Southern Barossa Mens Shed extends a welcome to men from all walks of life to attend our 
Shed.  Without a strict format we foster fellowship and emphasise the importance of men enjoying 
the activities, feeling a sense of belonging and being part of a relaxed non-pressured group.   
 We encourage anyone who simply wants to turn up for ‘a cuppa’ and socialise while others may 
want to tinker, mend or create in the well equipped workshop.  If you are curious to try new things 
someone is always on hand to help out.   Making or repairing furniture or homewares or toys, 
mending and fixing motors, renovating bicycles, arts and crafts,  all examples (but certainly not the 
limits) of the activities that can be undertaken at the Shed depending on the  knowledge and     
skillset of the members.   Projects and activities are also undertaken which benefit the community.  
September is Prostate Cancer Awareness month and Member for Barker Tony Pasin is holding the 
Big Aussie BBQ to raise awareness and funds for the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia.   The 
Southern Barossa Mens Shed has raised $526 to contribute to this very important cause.   
The S.B.M.S. shed is located at the rear of the Wirraminna Care Little Shop of Treasures on Queen 
Street, Williamstown.  Any enquiries relating to the shed, membership or the hire of the meeting 

Snippets 
“The Tale of Puss in Boots.” 
With record attendances and sold-out performances, the Williamstown Amateur Players   pantomime, 
“The tale of Puss in Boots” was an absolute runaway success! For ‘amateur players’ these incredible 
pantomime ladies certainly know how to put on a very professional, entertaining show! The audience 
was captivated from the first moment and joined in enthusiastically with supporting cheers, clapping, 
boos and awws! We were easily drawn into the well-crafted plot and it’s lovely little subplots,          
particularly the inspired ‘mousey’ one,  laughing readily at the jokes and humorous dialogue, admiring 
the effortless acting, singing, dancing, the beautiful costumes and makeup, the awesome keyboard 
playing, the stage sets and their ‘special effects’ moments! I particularly enjoyed pondering the    
question of “Did those few players really forget their lines or was that a cunning device to generate 
more laughs??” Whatever! - Such a wonderful season of excellent performances, ably supported by 
the Torrens Valley Lions Club Caterers during the Intermission Time!   Congratulations to everyone   
involved and Thank You for all the hours and all the effort you have put in during the year to put the 
smiles on our faces and the laughter in our voices in this world-wide,   challenging year of 2025!!   L.L.      
  Third Generation Barber. 
Recently I had a chat outside our Williamstown Barber’s Shop which resulted in the following quote 
from Chelsea.  “I would like to say a Massive Thank \You to the Community for the  support of the last 
year. It’s been fantastic and we have grown organically. I have some amazing clients, young and old, 
ranging from 9 months to 99 years old! The 14th of October was our First Birthday. My Positive       
Affirmation Chalk Art on the pavement outside the shop has become a real hit with people stopping 
as they are walking past, reading it and taking photos! I extend my gratitude to customers past,      
present and future.”  
Accompanying is a beautiful, hand-drawn, pencil sketch of Chelsea at work. This was done, also with 
gratitude, by the father of the gentleman in the barber’s chair, both loyal customers, and it is a gift 
that Chelsea says she “will treasure for ever!”              L.L. 



 
 
 
 

         Pioneers Mens Chat 
 

         Thursday 13th November 2025 
  2.00pm - $5.00 per person 

 

 Topic     

 “Aged & Homecare changes” 
   presented by Wirraminna 

    

       John W-0466 346 215 or John K 0417 405 080 
         *Venue – RSL/Senior Citizen Hall@Williamstown* 

        Memorial Drive, Williamstown 

Hand-drawn, pencil 
sketch of Chelsea at 
work— 
Third Generation Barbers  





If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the Willy Wagtail  
 

Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com or Ph Debbie 0417851061 
 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on the wall on the end of the   
Post Office Verandah, Queen Street, Williamstown   

 

DEADLINE:  25th of each month 

Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,  Half page $25, Quarter Page $15. Colour extra $20 
 

Requests for free colour email version can be sent to above address  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the editor or                             
The Williamstown  Action Group.  



 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 
 

 

Friday 7th  9.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 9th   10am St Hugh’s Anglican Church            
    Angaston Patronal Festival  

Sunday 16th 10am  Holy Communion 

Friday 21st  9.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 23rd  10am Holy Community 

Friday 28th  9.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th 10am Holy Trinity Church, Lyndoch 

 

All are welcome to join us 

 

Priest Steven de Kleer 85642087  
 

Or Church Warden Pam 0427 246 382 

 

   Are you finding it’s tough in  
   this world at the moment?  
 We invite you to find love and  
        answers.  
 

 Join us at our Williamstown 
  Uniting Church Family: 
  - Sundays 10am  
  - Mondays 7pm Life Group  
  - Tuesday 1pm Bible Study  
   and more 

 

Little Eve Street/Church Street  
or contact Norma 0408 834 450  

or Peter 0458 202 004. 

Sandy Creek Uniting Church  
 

 

 
 
 

  

Nov 9th 9.30am Dr David Taplin 

Nov 16th  Rev Peter Morel, The Moderator.  

  10.30am Church 121st Anniversary 

     followed by lunch. 

Nov 23rd 9.30am Rev Brian Polkinghorne  

Nov 23rd 9.30am Reign Of Christ. 

   Congregation Meeting 

Nov 30th 9.30am Rev Geoff Graetz 

   Advent 1 Visit by Isaac. 

   Pastoral Care Worker 
 

We would like to thank readers for supporting 

the Car Boot Sale. The Cake Stall made $840 

towards our support of the Sandy Creek      

Primary School Pastoral Care Worker. 

sandycreekuca@gmail.com 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

The Barossa 4WD club is a small group of 
friendly individuals who enjoy exploring this 
beautiful country of ours together.  
We organize both social and holiday trips of 
various duration where members are free to 
opt in to a variety of activities.  
If you own a 4WD vehicle and are keen to 
share your time with other like-minded  
people, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings and say hello.  
We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Lyndoch Library  
meeting room at 7.30pm. or send us an email 
at  barossa4wdclub@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook. Barossa 

4WD Club Inc.  

Barossa  
4-Wheel  
Drive Club  

 Southern Barossa           

Coffee & Chat  

Mornings   
 

 

The ladies enjoyed a lovely morning tea at 
the Table Café for their October catch up. 
Again, thank you to the staff for their valued 
support. 

The next catch up for will be at the Bakery in 
Lyndoch on Thursday 13th November at 
10.30am. 

Our final get together will be for our       
Christmas lunch at the Monkey Nut Café    
on Thursday 11th December. We will be 
meeting at 12 noon. 

It would be appreciated if you can tell us at 
the November meeting at the Bakery, if you 
are going in December as we do need to 
have correct numbers. If unable to be there 
and you would like to go, please contact    
Judy on 0413 606 565 and let her know. 

 $4.

Barossa Home  
Maintenance 

 
 

All home maintenance by a 
qualified carpenter with 

over 40 years’ experience 
 

Free quotes 
 

Glenn Mostert 
Mobile: 0499244718 

 

 

about:blank


The forefathers of Williamstown    - Most locals know their names but what 
do we really know about them?    The First -  Thomas Adams 

In 1849 a young Scotsman from Forfar arrived in South Australia on board the Calphurnia, he was a 
butcher by trade presumably he plied his trade after he arrived. However, in 1852, following the 
death in 1851 of Andrew Robertson, owner and licensee of the Thistle Inn in Waymouth Street, 
Thomas married Andrew’s widow, Christina. She was the licensee of the hotel and from 1852-53 
Thomas became the license holder. He was just 22 years of age. 

In 1850 George Prince of Mitcham bought Section 984 off the survey map of the Hundred of Barossa 
for £80. In 1852 auctioneers Solomon & Co advertised the sale of Section 984 in the Hundred of    
Barossa in glowing terms. They sold it to Thomas Adams for £110, so quite a nice profit for nothing. 

From 1854 the Victoria Creek Hotel was recorded on the new Council of Mt Crawford’s Assessment 
Register. It was listed as “unfenced pasture, stone and brick house and outbuildings, licensed as a 
public house for the sale of wine”. Thomas hadn’t wasted any time getting his public house built.     
By 1854 he was granted a license after a glowing report from a hundred of the local people. (this 
must have been the whole population of the area) as there was no town at this time. Thomas was  
only 24 years of age. Not bad going for a young lad. 

On November 10, 1854, Adams bought more land, 34 acres. The SA Gazette printed Sec 25, but I 
think this is a misprint and it was Sec 35 joining Sec 984. 

On March 17, 1855 Miss E Adams, a 16 year old Scottish lass from Kerriemuir near Forfar, arrived on 
the ship the Jannet. Her parents were David and Amelia nee Nicoll and there were other children in 
the family including brother Thomas. In an article written for her 90th birthday and for her obituary in 
1931 she called herself Helenor, (I think she was christened Ellen) and claims she came out to live 
with her brother Thomas Adams and brought a deer’s head to put on the hotel wall.  However, the 
records are at odds with the fact, as it states the Victoria Creek hotel was in Willaston. Thomas       
Adams was never the licensee of the Victoria Hotel in Willaston and this building wasn’t built until 
1866 by T Scown. Scown, then his wife, however, did own the Williamstown Hotel from 1868-9. 

Helenor or Ellen married John Michael in Willaston and they lived on a farm near Gawler River at   
Riverside Farm. They had their children here and the birth records names her as Ellen. Later they 
move to Barunga, inland from Wallaroo. 

However, on July 24, 1855 there was a report of Thomas Adams falling from his dray near Lyndoch 
Valley. The wheel passed over his body from knee to shoulder, he was seriously injured and taken to 
the surgeons in Gawler. He was reported to have recovered, but how well?  On January 27, 1857, 
Thomas instructed George Warren to advertise the auction sale of Victoria Creek Hotel, and Sec 984 
and 35. 

On February 14, 1857, Thomas had a lease drawn up for George Snellgrove to take over the Hotel    
and land and on May 12, 1857 Adams sold his hotel to Lewis Johnston for £500. 

It is hard to trace Thomas Adams after this. He was living in Willaston and this was where his wife  
was living at the time of her death on June 12, 1871. He did go back to butchering, records from  
1857-62 placed him in Gawler as a butcher. I was unable to trace him over the next 15 years until his 
health records appeared. 

The following records are sad. On June 8, 1878, Thomas aged 47, referred to as a drover, was in the 
Adelaide Hospital, on  October 18, 1878, Thomas was back in hospital, his place of residence          
recorded as Barunga, he had psoriasis and was living with his sister Mrs. Michael. He was listed as  
being destitute for 29 days. 



The First -  Thomas Adams (copy) 

On August 16, 1879, Thomas Adams, a butcher was living in the home for the destitute, section A (this 
is the male section). On May 7, 1881, Thomas Adams 50, a drover was admitted to the Wallaroo     
Hospital with pneumonia. His doctor was Mr Hamilton and a sister was recorded. On May 23, 1881, 
aged 50 Thomas Adams died in the Kapunda Hospital. He is buried in the Kapunda Cemetery, Old    
Section G. 56. 

A sad ending for a life that started out with so much promise - and what foresight that young man  
had. One could say he put Williamstown or “Victoria Creek” on the map. I wonder what happened to 
the deer head? 

Denise Patterson 
Member of the Williamstown and District Historical Society 
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